Degree of Curl – “90 degrees not to exceed 180 degrees”.
Here’s what that would look like:

*
Note that the tips of the
ears on the diagram to
the left would never
point to the center of the
base of the skull…
rather to the skull
somewhere closer to
the base of the ear

Eyes - General considerations
An ideal Curl should have a head with
three equal "thirds": one third from the
nose to the center of the eye, the second
from the eye to the outer base of the ear,
and the third being the ears themselves.
These pictures demonstrate this
proportion.

Body: Torso Shape: semi-foreign, rectangle, length 1-1/2
times height at shoulder, medium depth of chest and flank.
Following are examples of good body length

Note that the statement “Allowance is to be made for normal male characteristics” was
deleted in the 2016-2017 revision to the Standard. Also removed was the reference to
proportion and balance being more important than to size. These phrases were
originally included in the Standard during the development of the American Curl breed
during the period of time when excellent cats were scarce. That time is past. The
American Curl is one of the few breeds to put in writing the specific parameters of weight
which identifies and defines the “intermediate” term used to describe the expected and
desired ideal size of an American Curl.
Because of the unique position of the breed being evaluated on the female (NOT THE
MALE), reference to proportion and balance being more important than to size had been
taken out of context and used as an excuse to ignore the required overall size
boundaries. This is an area where breeders need to take responsibility and judges need
to take a leadership role. When a judge lets an owner know (privately, of course) that
according to the Standard, their cat needs to conform better in a particular area… it is
always helpful.
In the same 2016-2017 revision, the weight limits of 5-8 lbs. for females and 7-10 lbs. for
males was added to the description of the body to add more emphasis on the importance
of overall size for the breed. The following page shows 2 different sizes of cats both who
would be considered “medium” or “intermediate” The front leg is being measured with a
dress maker tape to show the difference in size of boning in the two cats. The smaller is
preferred. This is not something judges are expected to determine, but just think
“slender”… not fine, i.e., the smaller side of medium.

Head Shape & Size (8 points):
Modified wedge without flat planes, moderately longer
than wide, smooth transitions. Following are several
examples of good head shape.

Following are several examples of good head shape

Coat texture is fine, silky,
laying flat with minimal
undercoat as opposed to
“soft & fluffy”.

Coat length: semi-long
Tail coat is full and plumed

A shorthair coat should be soft and
silky to the touch and have resiliency.
It should only be single coated, which
helps with the silky feel. The coat
should not be "painted on" but rather
always have a bit of spring or bounce
to it.

.

It should also be noted that SH Curls
will always be somewhat more
“extreme” looking, as they do not
have the longhair to soften their
features and morphology.

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Low set

Abrupt change of direction without smooth transition
Pinch
Horizontal crimp

Vertical crimp
Interior surface which appears corrugated

Low Set Ears:
Looking at the cat’s full face,
low set ears appear to be
sliding off the side of the
head. This is often seen when
the head is domed (rounded
over the crown of the head,
from side to side).
Usually these ears do not accurately ‘point to the center of
the back of the skull’ because of their poor positioning.
Ears correctly placed do not face forward. Correctly placed
ears should be set facing outward at a slight angle so that
the imaginary line following the center of each ear will
intersect at the base of the skull.

Abrupt change of direction. "Taco"
ears or "flat top" ears are not a smooth
curvature and are a penalty. Even if
the "taco ear" may have a smooth
round curve, and even if the ears don't
touch the base of the head which is a
disqualifying feature... the ear is too
tight. Refer to the section of the
standard that describes the ears and
refer to the portion under Furnishings
that states that the "lines following the
curve of the ear through tips should
point to the center of the base of the
skull". The tip of the ear needs to point
downwards towards the skull. But if
the curvature is too tight (even though
it may not be a DQ), the points would
point to the skull, but not to the
center of the skull.

Horizontal and Vertical Crimps
A vertical crimp is the result of a
narrow ear base. Beginning at the
base of the ear and continuing along
some or all of its height, the outer
edge of the ear bends or rolls vertically
in toward the center of the ear giving
the outer edge of the ear a pinched or
crimped aspect. Vertical and horizontal
crimps will always be more distinct in
the SH Curl than in the LH Curl. The
crimp, whether VC or HC will have a
corrugated or “bumpy” feel to the
touch.
The photo to the
far right is a
vertical crimp.
The photo to the
immediate right
is a horizontal
crimp.

Below are close-ups of an ear with severe HC

It is worth mentioning that ear faults in American Curls are
aesthetic only and do not imply any health concerns.

Penalties/Horizontal Crimp

Penalty: Interior surface which appears corrugated.
Curled ears will have the normal ear convolutions at the base and
interior of the ear. However, a curled ear should be a smooth
texture and not appear dimpled or corrugated on the upper 2/3rds
of the ear.
Notice the dimpling or
corrugation on this cat’s
curled portion of the ear.
This is another reason the
ears need to be
appropriately handled to
determine faults.

Body: tubular or cobby, excessive size
Coat: LH: heavy undercoat, heavy ruff,
course or cottony texture
Coat: SH: heavy undercoat, course
texture, dense or plush coats.

Nose: Deep Nose Break:

Curls have a straight nose, with a

change of direction in the profile at the bottom of the eye. Some people
say the Curl has a ‘curved’ profile. A deep nose break would be more like
the Persian type, or a American Shorthair type which is undesirable.

Coat & Color:
Long Hair Division
- Heavy undercoat
- Heavy ruff
- Course or cottony texture

Short Hair Division
- Heavy undercoat
- Course texture
- Dense or plush coats

Tubular body or cobby:
Siamese and Oriental breeds have tubular body type, The body is
actually shaped like a round pipe “O”. American Curls are semi-foreign in
structure type. When holding an American Curl, the body should be long
and slender but have a “U” shape to it. The Curl has more depth of chest
cavity than a Foreign structure type.

Excessive size
The top weight limit of an American Curl is 10 pounds. The specific
weight limits of 5-8 lbs. for a female and 7-10 lbs. for a male as
described in the General Description was also added to the body
description in the 2016-2017 revision to the Standard. Curl breeders are
serious about not allowing the American Curl to become a larger breed!
With our listed weight, we are smaller than most other breeds in the
“medium” or “intermediate” category. We expect judges to penalize
larger Curls. That’s why the penalty is there. Likewise, smaller cats
within the approved size parameters should not be penalized.

Extreme curl in adult where tip of ear touches back of
ear or head. If the hair has to be trimmed to visually confirm this,
it is a guaranteed DQ.

Ears that are straight, severely mismatched, thick or
having inflexible tips. The height of the cartilage may vary from
cat to cat, but it should never reach the tip of the ear, causing the tips
to be inflexible. This is why the ears MUST be felt.

Lack of firm cartilage in base of ear. For any American Curl to
be showable, the base of ear MUST be firm to the touch.

Tail faults. A tail fault is a knot, kink, or abnormality in the cat’s tail.
Sometimes tail faults are severe and noticeable to the naked eye,
while at other times it must be felt by running your hand along the
cat’s tail.

The American Curl is known for it’s curled ears.
60% of the points for a Curl are on the ears, eyes,
head and the neck. 25% of the total points are on
the body. A website has been created at
www.theamericancurlstandard.com to help
breeders (and judges if they choose to look at it)
to know how to evaluate their Curls and to give
them direction for their breeding programs.
The standard for the American Curl was written to emphasize
STRUCTURE over FLASH. A pretty face (or sweet expression) with poor
curl to the ears should never be rated better than the cat with the better
ears. Too often the cat with overly large eyes and tightly curled ears and
an abrupt change of direction will be rated higher than the cat with
correct ears and less flash. The eyes, including size, shape, placement,
and color all total 10 points. The size & shape of the ears alone are 10
points.

Here’s some of the minors:
• Color is all of 1 point.
• Pattern is 0 points.
• Chin is 2 points.
• Body length is 2 points.
• Body coat length is 2 points.
• Furnishings are 2 points.
These are basically “tie-breakers”.
Given two curls that have been
evaluated as relatively equal,
these can be “tie-breakers”
between those two cats. For the Curl, the only real purpose for making sure
the color is correct is for the pedigree…. Same for pattern.
Curl breeders should be focusing on the major features of the ears, size,
placement, thickness, crimps, head shape & size, coat texture & boning…
the majors.

Introduction
There’s an old saying in the fancy that “smart cats make lousy show
cats”.
As a pet owner, one of the most charming characteristics of the Curl
is its extreme intelligence. As an exhibitor, this same trait can be
frustrating. Some breeders have chosen to breed for show
temperament and consistently have cats that are very amenable to
handling and showing… Others choose to maintain the intelligence
and “spark” they find so endearing in Curls, realizing they may end
up with lovely, fun companions that do not enjoy the show hall.
When judging and handling a Curl, it is always best to be reminded
that you are handling a breed that has been known to turn on lights
to get attention, purposefully change the TV channel, and kittens
who have been caught trying to figure out how the door handle
works at 4 weeks of age.

Analyzing Point Values
Breeders expect judges to know our point values, and if in doubt, to
refer to the Standard to confirm. The chart below will help. It
shows the individual categories, as well as major categories
weighted together.
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At first glance….Before removing a Curl from the cage in the ring, the judge
can take a good look at the face for shape and overall balance. With a little
encouragement, you should be able to divert Kitty’s attention to one side or

the other for a quick glance at ear shape, eye shape, head and neck… i.e.,
overall balance.
Every cat is an individual and will behave and react differently to handling.
However, we can make several generalizations:
Curls tend to be “four on the floor” cats. It is therefore recommended that the
judge stretch the cat while taking the cat to the judging table, or at least when
the hind feet are on the table to determine body length and shape. While
some Curls are amenable to being stretched so the judge can get a good view
of body length, others may have to be “stretched” while on the table.

Checking Ears. The ears are the most distinctive feature on a Curl. The
ears and body combined are 55% of the total point value of the Curl.
Degree of Curl and Shape & Size of the ear total 20 of the overall 30 points
for the ears.
Judges should not be afraid to handle the ears, but at the same time, they
need to know how to handle them without alarming the cat or hurting the
cat. This is really something that is better seen or demonstrated in person
(or video), rather than explained in text and photos. A breeder training
website at www.theamericancurlstandard.com contains a video of Grace
Ruga, founder of the breed, briefly showing breeders how they should
expect their cat to be handled at a show and how they should be handling
their cats. The following pages will attempt to demonstrate this in photos.
First some DON’T’s…
• DON’T try to uncurl or bend the base of the ear.
• DON’T stick you fingers into the ear. Keep in mind that NO cat likes to
have its ears handled. None of them like to have someone stick fingers
into their ears (especially with long nails – ouch!). American Curls are no
different.
• DON’T try to force the ear into an unnatural position.
• DON’T “fiddle” with the ears.

The real key when evaluating the curvature of the ear is to look at the
cat and the ears from every direction. Everywhere you look on these
ears should be smooth... think of a perfect circle of a coin. You really
want to be able to imagine a coin fitted neatly in the curvature of the ear.

Degree of Curl. Remember that curled ears are mobile –
noises can make the ears swivel towards each other giving an
entirely different impression. If the cat is not listening to the
front, the ears will not point to the center-back of the head,
even when the setting is correct..
Ears swiveled outwards with the tips pointing inward allow for
another opportunity to evaluate how equally matched the ears
are.
Are the ears equally matched
in terms of degree of curl?
Remember, just like in human
ears, if you look close enough,
there will always be some
differences. However, any
mismatch in either degree of
curl or size of ears in a show
quality Curl should be minimal
and ideally unnoticeable during
normal judging.

Checking Ears Degree of Curl
Note in this photo, fingers are
placed GENTLY in front and
behind the ear on the base of
the skull. No pressure is
applied to the ear itself or to
the cartilage. The cartilage of
the ear is swiveled just so
slightly so the tips of the ears
point towards each other.
This won’t hurt the cat, but if the cat is nervous about the show hall,
or the judge is unsure about how to handle the ear, it might be best to
just look for curvature by looking down on the cat from the back to
view the ears from behind. Swiveling the ears in this manner,
however, will provide the truest evaluation of the ears.

Checking Ears Faults
Some ear faults can be seen visually, for instance, abrupt change of
direction, however, minor HC, VC, corrugation, especially in long hair
Curls may be difficult to find without actually feeling the ear. The cat
won’t mind this if your touch is quick, gentle and relaxed.
To check for these faults,
gently allow the surface of the
ear to slide through your index
finger and you thumb. This is
quick. The cat won’t even
notice. You’re just quickly
feeling for any unusual bumps
or irregularities in the surface
of the ear.
This should only take no more than a second. This would also be a
good time to quickly check the tips of the ears to be sure they are
flexible.

Checking Ears: Degree of Curl
When the cat is alert with ears
swiveled toward the front, do
lines following through the curve
of the ears point to the center of
the base of the skull?
To determine the proper direction
the ears are pointing, they should
be in a normal relaxed, forward
position. A feather or toy held
high and rather still will provide a
good view from the profile and
rear. A good “second look” can
be made after returning the cat to
it’s judging cage as it looks up at
you.

Viewing from the back…Are
the ears correctly set on the
head?

Head Length & Shape – Viewing from the back. To check the head
shape, place Kitty Curl on the table facing away from you so you are
looking down at the top of the head from behind.

Place thumbs behind the
ears and forefingers along
the side of the head down
to the nose, forming a
triangle with your fingers to
check for the modified
wedge. The head should
be longer than wide.
There should be no flat
planes or whisker break.

Head Length & Shape – Viewing from the front. Either while the
cat is still in the judging cage or once it is on the table, evaluate the
balance of the head. This is also a good time to evaluate eye shape,
size and placement.
Is the head, including the ears,
pleasing to the eye and divided into
3 relatively equal thirds?
Remember that the from the nose to
the eye should be 1/3, the eye to the
base of the ear should be another 1/3
and height of the ear from the base of
the ear to the curve should also be
1/3.

Are the eyes too big or too small
for the face? Remember, eyes are
moderately large. Bigger is not
necessarily better… cute as they
might be… they need to FIT.
Everything needs to be balanced.

Baby Curls are born with straight ears. Within 2-3 days, they curl
up into little “rosebuds”. By 2 weeks, they will start to uncurl as the
head starts to grow. The ear is considered “set” by 16 weeks. It
can still change after that, but any change should be minor.

Below is a kitten at approximately 2 weeks, then again at a month,
then at about 2 months, and finally full grown.

To help breeders around the world to learn how to correctly evaluate
their cats for their breed programs, several members of the American
Curl Breed Council including the founder of the breed have created a
website with video tutorials to offer training to breeders on how to
evaluate their young curls for breeding programs and showing.
There is some thought that American Curls from different regions can
look different when the desired goal is to establish “one look” around the
world. In the past, there was a different look between the East Coast and
the West Coast in the U.S. and another look in Europe and another in
Asia. With the breeders working closer together and with the Curl
training website at (www.TheAmericanCurlStandard.com), this gap should
begin to narrow.

Some common misconceptions about the American Curl:
MISCONCEPTION: The American Curl is a “natural” breed, and like the
Main Coon or American Shorthair, should be a large, solid cat.

Not so. The original standard was based on a domestic named Shulamith,
unanimously described by all judges who saw her as “Turkish Angora
type”.
The Standard emphasizes weight to make sure the term “intermediate”
for size is not inflated over time. Females are 5-8 lbs. Males are 7-10 lbs.
The Standard was revised in 2016 to remove wording stating that proper
balance was more important than overall size, to ensure that the
American Curl would continue to be a medium cat with refined boning
rather than a heavier boned breed.
The same applies to smaller cats as well as larger cats. Smaller cats fitting
the standard should not be penalized for their size. Extremes on either
end (oriental or cobby) are also unacceptable.

Another misconception relates to the amount of the curl in the ear.
MISCONCEPTION: More tightly curled ears are preferred over more
loosely curled ears.
Again… NOT SO! In fact, ABSOLUTELY NOT SO! This is not just for looks,
but for the health of the cat. Breeders have found that the tighter
curled ears can narrow the ear canal as the cat matures resulting in ear
infections and/or hearing loss. Some breeders have refused to breed a
cat with tightly curled ears for this very reason.

Also, as stated previously, if the tips of the ears are expected to create
an imaginary line to the back of the skull, tightly curled ears would
point to the skull behind the cup of the ear. The tips could never create
an imaginary line where they would intersect.
Showable ears can range anywhere from 90 degrees to 180 degrees,
but the more open rounded curvature is preferred.

